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THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE

LESSON 1: TRUSTING JESUS AS SAVIOR

Student Outline

Introduction (An Overview)
In this lesson, and in the next, we will 




answer the following questions, 





discovering their foundational 





importance in the Christian life.

1. What does it mean to have faith in God?

2. How is my salvation satisfied in Jesus Christ?

3. How can I appropriate the salvation that Christ offers?

I. THE PROBLEM OF THE HUMAN RACE


What is it?__________________________________________


Why does it exist? ___________________________________

A. God’s_____________  See Exod. 15:11; Lev. 11:44; 





Is.55:8,9

B. God’s_____________  See Deut. 32:4; Ps. 98:9; Eph. 






2:1-3

C. God’s_____________   Read Jn. 3:16; Eph.2: 4,5

II. THE SOLUTIONS

A. Works: _____________Solution

1. Feeble attempts at____________________

a. Example of_____________ Rom. 3:23

b. Example of_____________ Isa. 64:6

2. Analogies

a. Relative righteousness illustrated by ________________________

b. Self-reliance illustrated by ____________

B. Grace: _____________ Solution

1. Surrender:______________________________

2. Repentance_____________________________

3. Propitiation______________________________




(See Rom. 3:24-25; Col. 2: 13.14)

4. Illustration of the ledger

III. OUR CHOICE

A. The Response:________________________

B. The Solution:__________________________

IV. CONCLUSION

A. The Role of Good Works

B. Ways to Share the Gospel

C. Personal Response

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING AS YOU PROCESS WHAT WE HAVE STUDIED:

1. What makes Christ’s work adequate to save sins?

2. Are we saved by grace or by faith?  Illustrate your response from scripture, and guard the context!

3. If we are saved UNTO good works, what, then is the motivation?

Supplemental Reading: Basic Christianity, John Stott


THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE

LESSON 2: YIELDING TO JESUS CHRIST AS LORD

Student Outline

Introduction

· We should look to Jesus as “the_________and _____________ of faith.”

· We should recognize Jesus Christ not only as ______________


but as_____________.

· We must understand both Jesus’____________ and his
 
_____________ as outlined in Mark 8:27-31.

I. CLOSED MINDS

A. Pharisees – Mark 8:11-13

1. Observed Jesus’______________

2. Called for further______________

B. Others With Preconceptions

II.
WRONG KINDS OF LEAVEN

A. Pharisees: Had a ____________leaven.

B. Herodians: Had a ____________leaven.

C. Disciples: Had a _____________leaven.

III.
JESUS’ TOUCHING OF THE PHYSICALLY AND


___________BLIND – Mark 8:22-26

A. Opening the ____________to understanding

B. Enabling the believer to share with others

IV.
THE PIVOT POINT – Mark 8:27-38

A. A Previous Confession – Jn. 1:25-30 (Also refer to last week’s notes.)

B. The Confession in Detail



1.



2.



3.



4.



5.



6.



7.

C. DISCIPLESHIP



1.



2.



3.



4.




a.




b.




c.




d.

V. JESUS’ EXAMPLE OF____________________

VI. JESUS’ EXAMPLE OF____________________

VII. JESUS’ ADMONITION THAT______________


FOLLOWS________________

VIII. PAUL’S DECLARATION OF OUR NEW LIFE IN


__________________ ____________

IX. OLD TESTAMENT ILLUSTRATION

A. Joshua 5:13__________________

B. Joshua 5:14

1. Are we on God’s side?  Are we___________




What God is doing?

2. Though tempted to take the land in is own strength, Joshua followed God’s_______ 
______ to take Jericho.

3. We must  trust Christ ____________by




_____________.

4. Read Matt. 7:21-23 and Jn. 15:4-5 to gain




a clear perspective of what it means to yield




to Christ AS LORD.

CONCLUSION

Memorize Phil. 3:4-8; Meditate upon Jn. 15 in your quiet time.

QUESTIONS:

1. What are the benefits of living under the reign of Christ as Lord?

2. What is your response to the following challenging passages?

· Luke 9:57-58:________________________________________

· Luke 9:59-60:________________________________________

· Luke 9:61-62:________________________________________

· Luke 14:26:__________________________________________

THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE

LESSON 3: LIVING IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Student Outline

Introduction

Normal Christian living should be characterized by a _____________-____________ __________.

Many people have misconceptions both about the Holy Spirit and about his attributes and purposes, largely due to the following:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

In this lesson, we want to encourage you to acquaint yourself with the Holy Spirit:

1.___________ he is;

2.___________ he does;

3.___________ he fills the ______________.

The bottom line is to be full of _________ and full of the _______ ________.

I. THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

A. The Holy Spirit is __________.

1. See Gen. 1:2; Ps. 104:30.

2. Read Exod. 17:7; Heb. 3:7-9; Acts 5:3-4;




And Heb. 9:14

.

B. The Holy Spirit is a __________.

1. 
In the following passages, Jesus refers to the 
Holy Spirit as “he”:

 




a.





b.




c.

2. Conclusion: Matt. 3:16-17; 28:19

C. The Holy Spirit does the work of God_______



________and God _____ ____.

1. Read Jn, 16:12-14.  What does the text imply?

2. See Jn. 5;19.  What does Jesus say about himself?




3.
Even as the Spirit and the Son submit to





the Father, they are still ____________,





_______________ God.

II. THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THE BELIEVER


A.
How is the Holy Spirit described as operating in the Old 



Testament?



1.____________________________________________



2.____________________________________________


B.
Why is so little said about the Holy Spirit in the gospels?



1.____________________________________________



2.____________________________________________



3.____________________________________________



4.____________________________________________


C.
The Holy Spirit __________believers after the work of 


__________.

D. The Spirit is received ______ ____________________.

E. Both the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit are most frequently experienced at _________________



and at _______________.

III.
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT SIGNS OF THE SPIRIT’S


PRESENCE ARE___________ ___________ AND


________________  ______________.

A. Sonship



1.____________________________________________



2.____________________________________________



3.____________________________________________

B. Servanthood – Phil. 2:3-5



1.____________________________________________



2.____________________________________________

C. Witness



1.____________________________________________



2.____________________________________________

D. Jesus-Centeredness – Jn. 15:16


E.
Fruit – Gal. 5:22-24



1.___________________________________________



2.___________________________________________

IV.
THE HOLY SPIRIT IMPARTS SPIRITUAL GIFTS TO THE 
BELIEVER FOR HIS SERVICE IN THE__________AND TO


THE_____________.

V. JESUS’ TEACHINGS ABOUT THE SPIRIT’S ____________


__________ AND _______________.

A. Parakletos (Gr.) – Jn. 14:26-27

B. Helper – Jn. 14:16-17 



1.



2.



3.



4.

C. Teacher – Jn. 14:25-26

D. Witness – Jn. 15:26-27; 16:7-8



1.



2.


E.
Divine “Jumper Cables”



1.  Interplay of _____________________________



2. “Absurd” Assertions of ______________________



3. The _____________ of Jesus

VI.
OPENING OUR LIVES TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

A. _________________ Phenomenon

B. Why is he _____ ______  ____________?



1.



2.



3.



4.

C. Examples of the Spirit’s Filling



1.



2.

CONCLUSION

1.

2.

3.

4.

THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE

LESSON 4: OVERCOMING THE WORLD, THE FLESH, 

AND THE DEVIL

Student Outline

Please note:  The last page of this lesson is taken from lecture notes and is designed to be used in your personal study time.

I. JESUS HAS OVERCOME THE WORLD, THE FLESH, AND


THE DEVIL

A. Matt. 4:1-11

B. Matt. 12:28

C. Heb. 4:15


D.
Col. 2:8-15

II. THE WORLD

A. Definition

1. The kingdom is_______________________.

2. The world is referred to on two levels




a.




b.

3. The world is discerned by the following:

a. Earthly ____________

b. Patterns of ________ ___________.

4. James tells us in his epistle to avoid




__________________.  See 1:27

B. Secularism

1. Definition____________________________





__________________________

2. Realization:___________________________

C. Christian Counter-culture

1. Personal Holiness – Jn. 17;11-21

2. Cognitive Minority


D.
Conclusion:
Gal. 1:3-5

III. THE FLESH

A. Our Sinful Nature – Rom. 7;18,25; Gal. 5:17-21

B. TheTruth: Overcoming the Flesh

1. Know the_____________.



2. Know that you are______  ___ _______.

a. Sin no longer defines _____ ___ ___.

b. We are Christians who sin, but sin is not





our _______________.



3.
Know that you are_______   _______ ________.

C. Conflicting Laws – Rom. 8:2

1. The law of _______and __________.  Compared 


to The Law of ______________.

2. The law of the __________.  Compared to The Law of _____________________.

D. Practical Thoughts

1. Endurance

2. Living in the ____________.

IV. THE DEVIL

A. Deliverance

1. From_________________

2. In the_________________   Eph. 6:11-12

B. Satan’s Identity



1.______________



2.______________



3.______________



4.______________



5.______________



6.______________



Satan is a created being and has no power



over creation.  He does, however, either




a.________people that he_______





exist, OR




b.________people to become




____________with him and




____________ of him.

C. Our Authority – Luke 10:19


D. Our Detection of the Enemy’s Work



1.



2.



3.



4.



5.



6.



7.



8.

Note: The word “possession” is never used in scripture.  “Demonized” in the Greek is not concerned with___________but with___________of demons on a person, either Christian or non-Christian.

E. Overcoming Evil Spirits



1._______________holiness



2._______________ ministry

Rom. 16;20; Col. 1:16-20; 2:15; Phil. 2:9-11; Heb.2:14-15

CONCLUSION

Jesus is able to overcome the____________, the___________,

and the________________.

How to live in Victory Over the Enemy

Many of us have allowed demonic activity in our lives through continued sinful behavior and ungodly lifestyles.  As we allow the Holy Spirit to help us grow in godliness, Satan and his cohorts will have less and less influence on us.

1.
Our Action

a.
Renew our minds - Ps. 1:1-3; 119:9, 11, 97, 110; Eph. 6:13-18; Rom 8:37-39, 12:1-2.  Allowing the Word of God to change our way of thinking.  To live in the truth is freedom and life.

b.
Resist our enemy - 2 Cor. 10:2-6; James 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:8.  Submitting to God is the best way to resist the Devil.  As we submit to God we grow in the things of God and thus walk by the Spirit and not carry out the desires of the flesh. (Gal. 5:16).

c.
Resolve to stay away from occult practices - Acts 19:18-20; Deut. 7:25-26, 18:10-12.  This is not an area to play games in.  We need to renounce it completely and ask God to remove all fascination toward this realm.

2.
Our Defense

a.
Knowledge of the Word:

(1)
Luke 4 - Like Jesus in the wilderness, we can use the Word as a sure defense against Satan's attack.

(2)
Eph. 4:14 - The knowledge of Scriptural truth prevents us from being led astray by the Devil's deceptions.

b.
Purity - 1 Cor. 9:27; John 15:4 - By living in Jesus and disciplining ourselves we can enjoy holiness and substantial freedom from sin.

c.
Power and authority - Matt. 28:19-20; Eph. 6:11-18.  Jesus shares with us His resurrected life and power.  We live under His authority.  Through Him we have everything we need "to stand firm against the schemes of the Devil."

THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE

LESSON 5: BECOMING A FAMILY WITH GOD

AND WITH OTHERS

Student Outline

INTRODUCTION

Definition of community:

What it is NOT:

What it IS:

I.
ONE OF GOD’S PURPOSES –Titus 2:11-14

We are saved from sin and into:

A.

B.

C.

II.

GOD’S DESIRE FOR PEOPLE

A. Exodus 19:3-6

1.




2.

B. Trinity

1.

2.

C. Knowing and Witnessing – Is. 43:10; 49:6; 1 Tim. 3:15

D. Church – 1 Pet. 2:9-10

III. FALL AND RESPONSE

A.        The immediate, tragic consequence of Adam and Eve’s sin is the_______________of their relationship with God.

B.         Other results of the Fall include_________________________________________

C. The broken relationship is restored through_____________

_______________________________________________

IV. THE CALL FOR SOCIAL CHANGE

A. Our world is characterized by __________________and ______________ relationships.

B. Christian relationships are ___________, ___________,

and ____________.

C. As we seek to live out God’s agenda, we must relate to one another in a _______________way.

V. WHAT GOD HAS IN MIND (THROUGH N.T. LANGUAGE)

A. “Koinonia” – See Acts 2:41-47

1. Definition:

2. Two shades of meaning:

a.

b.

B. Family

1. Jn. 1:12-13

2. Gal. 4:4-7

C. Body – Eph. 4:15-16; 1 Cor. 12:13-20

CONCLUSION


Salvation into God’s______________entails both a ___________

Change and a ____________ change.

Read and memorize Ps. 133 

In what ways do you find it difficult to live in community?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
LESSON 6: GROWING IN HOLINESS

Student Outline
Introduction
 Our task in this study is to learn the truth about who we are in Christ so that we might indeed gain progressive ___________ ______ _____.
I.
SANCTIFICATION

A.
A Seeming Conflict: We are called to holiness, yet we still sin.  How can this be reconciled? 
1.
2 Cor. 5:17 -
2.
Rom. 7:15, 19, 22-23 -.
B.
 A Quick Theological Study



1. " Justification" is _______________________




2. "Glorification" is _______________________


3."Sanctification"  is ______________________ Francis Schaeffer calls it, "Moment by moment justification." 

C. The Now and the “Not yet”
____________________________________________

 

____________________________________________
II.
DEAD TO SIN; ALIVE TO GOD (Read Romans 6.)
A.
In this chapter Paul discusses our freedom from ___ _______ of  sin and our freedom to______ _____.
1.
Vs. 1, 2 – How do these verses establish context?

_________________________________________


_________________________________________

2.
Vs. 3 - What does it mean to be baptized into Christ's death? ____________________________________



___________________________________________


___________________________________________

3.
Vs. 4 - Who was buried?___________
Who was raised?  See Gal 3:27. __________
4.
Vs. 5-7 - What was done away with?
_____________________________________



What does a “body of sin” mean?
_____________________________________

What is the result of burial and resurrection?
 _____________________________________



5.

Vs. 8-11 - What is our behavior to be like following baptism?__________________________________

6.
Vs. 12-14 - What does it mean to have sin no longer as a master?____________________________________

7.
Vs. 15, 16 - What does the slavery to sin produce? to God produce? a.______________________




b.______________________

8.
Vs. 17-19 - What is the outcome of pursuing sin? of pursuing righteousness? a._____________________



b._________________________________________

9.
Vs. 20-23 -  What is the evidence? _______________



___________________________________________

C. The Basis of Paul’s Argument



_______________________________________________



_______________________________________________



_______________________________________________

II.
DEALING WITH SIN AS CHRISTIANS
A. 
Beware _________________________ - Rom. 8:1
1.


2.

B.
Recognize Sin and ____________
The greatest "tool" we have in the process of sanctification is
 repentance.  See 1 Jn. 1:8-2:2.
· Be honest and __________ ________ _____
· Confess your sin.
· Receive God's forgiveness. Remember He is
our ________, and that there is no sin that He can't deal with.)
· Repent - purpose never to commit that sin again
· _________ ________ whenever possible to
people wronged. Don't try to make it up to God. Just receive his forgiveness and get on with holy living.
D. Recognize that victory is in Christ.  

III.
OVERCOMING BESETTING SIN – Judges 19 and 20
A.
We should never tolerate sin in our lives. We should never be comfortable with it or give it any room in our behavior. If we see sin, we must deal with it. 
B.
In these chapters there is an interesting typology we see of our own personal war against sin.
C.
Sequence of Events
1. 
Levites _________________________________
2. 
Murderers flee ___________________________
3. 
Armies of Israel __________________________
4. 
Benjamin _______________________________
5.
War commences. Israel is clearly in right. They pray, fast, confident God is with them. They go out to battle.
6. They lose...and lose again!
7. After more fasting and prayer they gain such a victory over Benjamin that the tribe is virtually wiped out.
D .“You may win the battle but lose the war.” . If we are in 

_______________,God will give us a plan to ambush sin.
CONCLUSION

The Cross marks the D-day of God's plan of salvation. Satan knows he's lost but he fights on, trying to take as many of us with him in his destruction as he can. Sanctification is the battle by battle fight in the light of ultimate victory. We have hope in the unshakable victory of Jesus.
THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
LESSON 7: GROWING IN THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Introduction
The Holy Spirit indwells us. He is our constant companion to guide, to empower and to make us more like our Lord Jesus.  As we acknowledge him and embrace his presence he will empower us for service and make us more godly.
When we speak of the fruit of the Spirit we are really talking about __________.  As we invite the Holy Spirit to work in our lives He begins to _____________us.
The fruit of the Spirit is foundational to healthy and balanced Christian living.  Most of us judge church life by how flashy, exciting, or powerful it is. Jesus said, "You will know them by their fruits." Too often we identify leaders and heroes by their talents and gifting rather than by their character.
Read Gal. 5:16-25
I.
WHAT IS THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT? 


It is________________________________________________


_________________________________________________

II.
HOW MANY FRUITS ARE THERE? 
Actually, there is only one.  Think of it like ___ ____________

What is fruit?  (Why does Paul choose this image?)
Fruit is the mature product of the plant. So, Christian character is

the mature product of the Holy Spirit. A tree planted in bad soil

yields bad fruit. A tree planted in good, well watered 
soil produces good fruit. If our lives are rooted in the __________,

then we will produce good character.
III.
WHAT IS THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT?

It is the image of God, _____   _______  ______ ____. "The fruit of the Spirit is a life conformed to the character of Jesus Christ."  (See John Blattner’s  Growing in the Fruit of the Spirit, p. 17).
IV.
WHAT IS TRUE SPIRITUALITY?  It is moving from _________to _____, denying sin and having the character of Christ. 

V. 
HOW CAN THIS FRUIT GROW IN ME?

A.
Read 2 Pet 1:2-4. Here Peter says we have everything pertaining to life and godliness, but we don't always use, enjoy or live in it
C. Pray that the character of Jesus Christ would be manifested



in your life and you would gain proficiency in exercising it. 


EXAMPLE:______________________________________
VI.
HOW CAN I WALK IN THE SPIRIT?  See   Gal 5:16, 25
A.
Walk by the Spirit in_________________. 


Col. 3:5-11 
B.
Walk by the Spirit in __________________.


Jn. 16:14 
C.
Study the following garden imagery:
1.
PLANTING (INTO GOD)  - Jn 3:3-8
2.
WEEDING
a.
__________________   Gal. 5:24
b.
__________________   Rom. 6:3;5,7
3.
NURTURING 
a.
Dwelling or abiding – Jn. 15

b. 
Imitating – Eph. 5:1
c.  
Enduring Trials = pruning - Js 1:2-4, also John 15:2, 5, 8
Pruning is a trial for a tree, but the process yields ________ _______.God uses trials in our lives to prune the dead areas ; we soon discover if we are loving, patient, gentle, etc.. 
CONCLUSION

Character should be the Christian’s chief concern. We can have great hope of _______________as we realize that everything pertaining to life and godliness is resident within us through the ​​​​​​​​​_______  __________. 
Questions:
1. What are ways to be "nurtured" in the Holy Spirit? What is of most benefit in your experience?
2. What are ways that "weeding" and "pruning" takes place in our lives? How has God worked this way in your life?
    ***************************************************************


REVIEW OF THE FRUIT

Galatians 5:22-23

I.
Love - "agape"


Initiates, unconditional, seeks others' good, tough, lays down life.  Paul likely has in mind a dual meaning: love of God and love of others.

II.
        Joy - active and exuberant
Not based on circumstances but on knowing God and His character.  "We are a people whose fundamental situation is good.  We are in Christ."  Blattner

III.
Peace - "shalom"
Wholeness, order, well-being
Again, not based on feelings.  Connotes: a) peace with God; b) peace with ourselves (the peace of God); c) peace with others (peace on earth).
The basis of peace is God's forgiveness.

IV.    Patience
Strength, handling anger and frustration slowly, calm determination, i.e. perseverance, endurance

V.
Kindness
Benevolence in action
Appropriate expressions of love

VI.    Goodness
The standard for goodness is: does it glorify God?
Summum Bonum - God's will.  To be good is to do God's will.

VII.
Faithfulness
Faithfulness arises out of salvation: 
faith -> faithfulness.
Integrity, honesty, dependability, loyalty before God and man.

VIII.  Gentleness
Meekness in action.  Strength under control.
Receiving humbly what God speaks into our lives. Restoring one another.
Handling the non-Christian with reverence.


IX.   Self-control - self-mastery
Handling the things that would mar our lives, thus liberating

us for God's use.  Balance between legalism and

antinomianism.
Recommended Books:
John Blattner, Growing in the Fruit of the Spirit, , Servant Publications 
Stuart Brisco, Spirit Life, World Publishers 
THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE

LESSON 8: WORSHIPING GOD WHOLEHEARTEDLY

Student Outline

INTRODUCTION

>
Worship is the ___________of the believer.
>
Worship of God is both our ____________ and our __________.  What will you be doing for eternity?
I.
GOD SEEKS WORSHIPERS - Jn 4:19-24
A.
Vs. 19-20 - This was a legitimate, theological issue between the Jews and Samaritans. 
B.
Vs. 21 – This passage reveals a more fundamental truth. Jesus Christ cuts through __________  __________ to concern for really knowing God.
C.
Vs. 22 -  Jesus Christ  affirmS that the ______ are the bearers of the true revelation of God.
D.
Vs. 23-24 -  God wants to enjoy intimacy with us that goes well beyond ________  __________, and He has made the way for that to happen.
E.
There are three basic principles that we gain from this passage:
1.
God is to be worshiped in __________.
2.
God is to be worshiped in __________.
3.
God is the _________.
Had you ever considered God in this role - actively seeking for worshippers? Isn't it logical that if worship is the main line of access into His presence, and He desires fellowship with His created ones, that  He would do everything possible to establish this relationship? Both Old and New Testaments are replete with examples of God's dealings with men in an effort to initiate, restore and maintain clear lines of free access for this purpose.( Bob Mumford,  Entering and Enjoying Worship, p.27)
II. 
GOD MAKES THE WAY

[In this section we want to contrast the difference between worship in the Old Testament and worship since Christ. The one is full of fear and distance, whereas, through Jesus, the other is opened to encounter God truly.]
A.
The Mountain of Fear
1.
Ex 19:1-6 _________________________________



__________________________________________

2.
Ex 19:10-13, 17-22  __________________________


___________________________________________

B.
The Holy of Holies and The Veil


1.
Exod. 26: 31-34



2.
The Holy of Holies



3.
Lev. 16

C. 
Isaiah’s Fear  
D.
Amazing Statements About Jesus
1.
Jn 1:14 - He ______________ among us. He was the embodiment and revelation of Divine Presence. 


2.
Jn 14:6-9 - Jesus reveals that He is the way into the .



_______  ______  __________.

3.
Jn 15:13-15 – This passage illustrates _________. The Lord of the universe is our friend, looking out for our best interests.
E.
Amazing Work of Jesus - Mt 27:50-51
1.
SIN kept us out of the Holy of Holies. Sin was now dealt with in Christ. Free access was declared for all who believe.
2.
God reached down and tore the curtain  in two.  The way was clear now; it was finished.
F.
Our Current Position  (Heb. 10:19-22; 12:18-24)


________________________________________________



________________________________________________

III.
DEFINITIONS OF WORSHIP
A.
Definitions:
1.
Gerrit Gustafsen: The act and attitude of wholeheartedly giving ourselves to God. It is your love for God expressed. A worshipper/priest is one who ______ ______to God offering gifts and sacrifices.
2.
Raker: Entering into the manifest presence of God.
3.
It is sacrifice (more later).
B. Ez. 44:9-16 - In spirit and in truth. 
IV. 
WAYS TO  WORSHIP
A.
_______________   Heb. 13:15 - praise is now our sacrifice, not animals. vocal expression is the chief act of worship, expressing our _______.
B.
________________  Mt 26:6-13 -  Pouring out of self toward God. 

C.
_________ -  Based upon who God is, not how we feel.
1.
 Read 1Chron. 16.
2.
Read Micah 7:1-3,7-8, 18-20.
D.
With Whole Being
We can get emotionally, physically, mentally, creatively, and spiritually involved in worship through:
1.
_____ - Eph 5:18-21; Ps 40:3; 69:30-31; Ps 100:2 (noise)
2.
_____________ - Ps 150; 1 Chron. 15:28
3.
Praying with _____ _____ - 2 Chron. 5:11-14
4.
Lifting hands - 1 Tim. 2:8; Ps 63:3-5; Ps 119:47-48
5.
______ Job 37:14; Exod. 33:8-10; Deut 5:5; Ps 122:2
6.
_________ - Ps. 47:1
7.
_________ - Ps. 47:1
8.
_______ in the Spirit – Rom. 8:26-27; Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16; 1Cor. 14:15
9.
__________ and ________ - 1Ki 8:54; Ps 45:11; 72:9-11; 95:6; Is 66:23; Eph. 3:1
10.
___________- 2 Sam. 6:14; Ps 149:3; 150:4
E.
Yielded  
Ph 3:3; 1Th 5:19
F.
Creative
God is a creative being; we should ______ his image.
G.
Orderly  1 Cor. 14:33, 39-40
V. 
DAVID’S EXAMPLE OF WHOLE-HEARTED WORSHIP  2 Sam. 6:12-23
1.
Vs. 12 - with __________
2.
Vs. 13 – with sacrifice and _________
3.
Vs. 14 - "with all his might"
- "ephod" not naked, but set aside kingly robes to put on garment of priests, a worshipper
4.
Vs. 15 - "shouting", "trumpet"
5.
Vs. 16 - "leaping & dancing"
6.
Vs. 17 - "________ before the Lord"
7.
Vs. 18-19 - ministry to others out of the well of worship
8.
Vs. 20-22 - "uncovered" - vulnerable
"in front of maids" - being a leader didn't inhibit his worship
"chose me" - basis of celebrating
"before the Lord" - the key
"celebrate" - worship is usually up-beat
"humble" - humility and true dignity
9.
Vs. 23 - the results of a hard heart toward worship
Conclusion
Let us be people who worship by ministering unto God. Worshiping Him on the basis of who He is, not how we feel. Let us worship with our whole being, exuberantly, extravagantly, and sacrificially. Let us ask God, the one who is seeking, to make us worshippers pleasing to Him.
THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE

LESSON 9: DISCOVERING AND USING SPIRITUAL GIFTS
Student Outline

Introduction
Earlier in this course we spoke about the person and work of the Holy Spirit. Here is a simple chart that summarizes the overall activity of the Spirit:
                     Holy Spirit’s Work


Holy Spirit ‘s Purpose 
Evangelization  => of the world


Sanctification    => of the believer       TO GLORIFY CHRIST!  

Edification        => of the Church
The gifts of the Spirit are instrumental in his work and in achieving his purpose of glorifying Christ.
I.
ARE THE GIFTS FOR TODAY?

A.

Definition_______________________

B.

Reasons for Hostility
1. ________

2. ________

C.

Many of the arguments against the gifts used today were first developed by B.B. Warfield at the turn of the century.  

Refer to B.B. Warfield; Counterfeit Miracles, Miracles: Yesterday & Today - This book is his response to Ervingite movement, a charismatic-type group that had dubious theology and practice. 
D.

Scriptures call us to know and understand the gifts:   Read 1 Cor. 12:1, 14:1.
E.

Arguments Against the Gifts

1.
1 Cor. 13:8-12 

2.
Cessationists’ Position

a.
Love replaces the gifts. 
 Cor. 13:1,2; 14:1. 

b.
"Perfect" means complete. This, then. refers to the completion of the New Testament canon or the end of the Apostolic Age.
[See F.F. Bruce in New Century Bible Commentary 1st & 2nd Corinthians p.128 and Wimber in Power Evangelism pp.132-33. Other sources: Walter Martin, A.J. Gordon, Michael Green I Believe in the Holy Spirit, etc.]
To be evangelical is to be charismatic. To believe the Scriptures is to seek to live the Spirit-filled life.
II.
WHY DISCUSS THE GIFTS?


A.

The gifts are part of normal Christian life.

B.

The gifts make up the total expression of Jesus Christ for ministry to one another and to the world.
1.
Evangelism - Jn 14:12  "greater" because it is post-cross, and greater number of conversions will occur.
2.
Body-life - 1 Co 12  Paul sees gifts as _______ and integral part of the life of the church. See Mumford, Christ In Session,



pp. 44-45, “Allos & Heteros”
C.

Michael Green says, "To be a Christian is to be a charismatic." See I Believe in the Holy Spirit
III.
WHAT ARE THE GIFTS?
A.
charismata - 1 Co 12:4  Lit. "grace-gifts"
B.
Distributed by the Holy Spirit - 1 Co 12:11  Hence, gifts of the Spirit, i.e. belonging to Him.
C.
Supernatural vs. Natural Talents
1.
 Gifts are not _____________ ______________.


2.
1 Cor. 12:7


3.
Rom. 12:6


4.
1 Pet. 4:10 (Note Amplified  version)
IV.
WHAT PURPOSE DO THE GIFTS SERVE?
A.
_______________- 1 Cor. 12:7; 14:12, 26.  God uses us to strengthen one another.
B.
__________________  - Acts 3:1-11; 4:4
C.
_________  ________  - 1Cor. 14:4
VI. HOW DO THE GIFTS FUNCTION?


A.
All Christians receive one or more gifts _____ _____________.
B.
Given by the Spirit as he wills. 1 Cor. 12:11
C.
Not by  ____________ 1 Cor. 14:32
D.
Order. 1 Co 14:26-33
Holy Spirit does not interrupt himself. Both _________and 

__________  __________should be present.

E.
Church Community


The place to ___________, ___________ and ____________

VI.
HOW MAY THE GIFTS BE DISCERNED?
A. There is abuse. How do we know when we've got the real thing and when we haven't? 

B.
Many cults display _________ gifts. Satan is a counterfeiter - but                                       that means that there must be something to counterfeit. Satan is not an original thinker. Read Exod. 7:10-12, 20-23; 8:5-7, 16-19 
C.
Three Tests
1.
___________   - Matt. 7:22-23
2.
____________ - 1 Jn 4:1-6- 
3.
_____________ - Jn 17; 1 Cor. 12:13-14 
VII.
HOW DO I DISCOVER AND DEVELOP MY GIFTS?
A.
Through the ________ ___ ________
This is primary. There are no “lone rangers.”
B.
Through "_________  ______ __________"
C.
Through _________ and ____________
- Read _________.
- Read _________.
- Seek the ______.
- Soak in _______.
D.
Through Practice of Biblical Standards 
Matt. 5:17-19; 24:35; Rev. 22:18-19; Prov. 30:6; Deut. 4:2; 12:32
E.
Through Those Who Have a Gift of Discernment 
I Cor. 12:10
F.
Through __________ - Eph. 4:8-16
- Teaching => doctrine, orthodoxy
- Encouraging others' gifts
- God's government  1 Cor. 16:16; 1 Tim. 5:17; Heb. 13:17
Conclusion
Remember: This is the normal Christian life we are talking about. 
1 Peter 4:7-11.
Handouts
"Gifts of the Spirit"
"Judging Prophecy"

Christ in Session

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
All Christians should operate in the Holy Spirit ("walk by the Spirit") Galatians 6:25) and be open to the supernatural (Mark 16:4-18).  God may also choose to manifest any of the gifts (charismata) through us at any time.  In other words, you may be led to prophesy on occasion but that does not mean that you have the gift of prophecy.  Again, God often works healing through his people but that doesn't mean that a person necessarily has the gift of healing.
Each person has one or more gifts of the Spirit.  These are given by the Spirit's will (1 Co. 12:11) for the good of the Body (1 Cor. 12:7), for evangelism (See Acts), and, as a side benefit, for personal edification.
The list below does not pretend to be exhaustive, however, any other gift claims should be verified by Scripture.  The categories that the gifts are arranged in below are purely arbitrary but provide a helpful outline for thinking about the gifts.  "Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts..." (1 Cor. 14:1).
BACKBONE GIFTS
These gifts are essential to the life of a healthy church community.  Without them, even a charismatic church will be weak and unbalanced.  These gifts are mentioned in 1 Cor. 12:28 and Romans 12.
Helps - (1 Cor. 12:28) devoting oneself to another and his/her situation.  "To lay hold of someone to help."  Note the plural, different kinds of helps.
Administration - (1 Cor. 12:28) to steer, piloting the ship, govern.  leadership of a non-pastoral nature.  Leadership of specific projects or ministries.  An initiator, someone to guide the way and help involve others.  Note the plural, different kinds of administrations.
Prophecy - (Rom. 12) It is interesting to note that it is mentioned here.  See below.
Service - (Rom. 12) "diakonia" from whence we get our word "deacon."  Lit. "waiting on tables."  Practical ministry often involving physical labor (see Acts 6, 1 Pet. 4:11).
Teaching - (Rom. 12) an ability to open the scriptures to peoples' understanding.  Don't have to be a pastor to teach but have to be able to teach to be a pastor.
Exhortation/encouragement - (Rom. 12) to call to one's side, to make appeals, urge, instruct, encourage, cheer up.   (See Barnabas in Acts, 1 Tim. 4:13, Titus 1:7-9).  Teaching informs the head, exhortation informs the heart.
Giving - (Rom. 12) sharing with someone of your time, talents, or possessions.  Involves sharing the Word or material things.  To be done sincerely, liberally, and simply (that is, with a single-mindedness unto the Lord.)  This gift goes beyond basic tithing.
Leads - (Rom. 12) same as administrations above.
Mercy - (Rom. 12) to extend God's mercy to others, to make it real to them.  Binding up the broken-hearted.  Empathy and compassion for those in distress.  Results in cheerful deeds that relieve suffering and reflect the love of Christ.
GIFTS OF LEADERS
Eph. 4:8-11 states that Jesus has given leadership to His church as a blessing.  Leaders fulfill an office or function in the church and are gifted with a constellation of gifts to fulfill that calling.  The leader is not of greater value or worth than any other believer.
Apostle - There are two kinds of apostles in the Scripture: the 12 who saw Jesus and have been responsible for the canon of Scripture; and those who have an apostolic function.  There are no apostles like the 12 today.  No one is to add to or subtract from Scripture.
Apostles today uphold apostolic teaching (that is the Scriptures) and have the responsibility for supervising extra-locally an adherence to orthodoxy.  They may also be involved in church planting and building.
Prophet - One who supernaturally speaks the word of God (never contradicting Scripture).  Local and extra-local in ministry.  Prophecy functions on a much wider level than just this office; however, this function has a special place in church life.
Evangelist - soul winner.  Bearer of the Good News.  All Christians are called to be witnesses but some have a special evangelistic gift.  Local and extra-local.  Not usually a church builder.
Pastor/teacher - shepherd and teacher.  The day-to-day builder of the church.  Feeds, protects, cares for, serves, and guides the local congregation.
The leadership’s task is to equip the saints for the work of service (Eph. 4:12-16).
Note:  Even extra-local ministers should have accountability to a local congregation and other appropriate overseeing bodies.)
SPEAKING GIFTS 1 Cor. 12
Tongues - "glossolalia."  To speak in an unknown human or angelic or pseudo language in one's prayer time and in a corporate meeting.  For the purpose of evangelism (Pentecost, Acts 2) edify the church (if followed by interpretation), personal edification by facilitating worship and intercession.
Interpretation - to give sense to an unknown tongue.  Interpretation should always be sought after a tongue is given in a corporate meeting (1 Cor. 12, 14).  Not necessarily an exact translation, might just give the sense of the tongue.  Those who operate in tongues will likely operate in interpretation (1 Cor. 14:5, 13).
Prophecy - Matt. 24-25; Acts 2:17-18; 21:9-11; 1 Cor. 14:3-4.  "To tell forth."  Can entail the future but more simply is God speaking directly to his people.  Will never contradict, add to, or subtract from Scripture.
KNOWING GIFTS 1 Cor. 12
Wisdom - Matt. 22:15-22; 1 Kings 3:3-28; Acts 15:28; James 3:13-18.  Divine problem solving.  God's perspective on a situation.  "...knowing the mind of the Spirit in such a way as to have insight as to how given knowledge may best be applied to specific needs arising in the body or in a person's life."  (Lindsell)
Knowledge - Jn. 1:45-49; 4:16-19; Acts 5:1-11; 1 Cor. 13:2, 14:6; 2 Cor. 2:14, 4:6 ("revelation" may be a synonym in 1 Cor. 14:26)  Disclosure of information not ordinarily available to the person.  A God given piece of information about what God is doing or what is going on in a person's life.
Discernment - or discerning of spirits.  Matt. 22:17-18; Jn. 6:15; Acts 16:17; 1 Jn 4:1-6.  "Ability to tell the difference between what is of the Spirit and what is of the flesh or of Satan." (Chismar)
ACTION GIFTS 1 Cor. 12
Faith - Something apart from saving faith.  Matt. 21:18-22.  "...equips the believer to discern, with extraordinary confidence, what the will of God is, and to know that God will do what is asked of Him...The gift of faith rests on no explicit promise of God but on the Spirit's revelation that what is desired is indeed the will of God and, thus, is guaranteed to come to pass."  "The special ability to trust God in the dark when all the odds are against you."  (I Believe in the Holy Spirit, Michael Green)
Healing - Mk. 1:40-45; Acts 3:1-10; 1 Cor. 12:30; James 5:14-15.  Note the plural, there is a variety of gifts for healing.  Variety of gifts and variety of effects.  Affecting the emotions, physical body, or relationships through prayer.  Often accompanied with the laying on of hands or anointing with oil.
Miracles or works of power - Jesus: feeding 5000, walking on water, exorcisms, raising dead; Acts 13:8-12, 16:16-18; Luke 10:17-20; Matt. 14:28-31.  Acts of power that display God's sovereignty over creation (defying natural laws) and over the enemy (Satan and his kingdom.)
Chris Raker March 1990
"Gifts from God: The 'Servant' Gifts"; handout 9/78; Dr. Doug Chismar
The Holy Spirit in the Latter Days; Harold Lindsell; Nelson
SOME GUIDELINES FOR JUDGING PROPHECY          Agape 8/24/86
Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in tongues.  But let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner.  1 Cor. 14:39-40.
1.
Fulfillment - Though we are not bound by the same Old Testament rigor (we are not prophesying Scripture after all) a helpful criterion is to see prophetic words consistently realized.
2.
Accompanying Conditions - Can things change depending on the word given?  If X then Y.  Jonah prophesied Nineveh's destruction, but they repented and were spared. (See Jonah).
3.
Is it Scriptural - A prophecy will never contradict, add to, or subtract from Scripture.
4.
Public - There are no "in the corner" prophecies.  1 Cor. 14:3-4 edify the church.
5.
Confirmation - does the word go along with other words and burdens God has been bringing to the church?
6.
The Witness of your Spirit - Does it bring you an inner peace, knowing you have been spoken to by Jesus?
7.
The Purity of the Vessel - Is the person prophesying righteous?  Are they recognized as having a humble and submissive spirit?
8.
The Spirit of the Message - Is in love?  1 Cor. 13:2 it can be a hard word but still one that expresses God's concern and care for His people.
9.
The Burden of the Lord - Does the prophecy draw people to the Lord, which is always His heart's desire?
Those responsible for the leadership and covering of the worship meetings (the pastors and other clearly designated worship leaders and people with the gift of discernment) are particularly responsible for judging prophecy and should always be looked to for an "Amen" to any word given.
THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
LESSON 10: SERVING GOD AND OUR NEIGHBORS
Student Outline

INTRODUCTION

In this class we want to gain an understanding of servant hood. Jesus said, "I came not to be served but to serve and give my life as a ransom for many." (Matt. 20:28)  

I. 
SERVICE TO GOD

A.
Bondservant  - Rom.1:1


What does this mean?___________________



_____________________________________

B.
Slave to God vs.. Slave to Sin - Rom. 6:16-18, 22
1.
No person is _____  _______. We may think that we are living on our own, apart from God, but sin is the master of a ______ _________ over our lives. Death alone is the outcome of this bondage.
2.
________ to Jesus Christ, however, leads to life and life eternal. 
C.
Ear Piercing
1.

2.

D.
Devotion to God's Service - Luke 17:7-10
II.
JESUS’ EXAMPLE
A.
He wanted only to do ___ __________  ______. - Jn 5:30; 8:28
B.
He demonstrated _______ to us.
-Matt. 20:20-28 - Kingdom relationships are not competitive or status-oriented. 

-Jn 13:1-17 - Jesus Christ served; we are to do the same. Here Jesus Christ demonstrates that service has redeeming components.
III. 
DEFINITION OF SERVICE  -  See Gal. 5:13-14;   1 Jn. 4:7-8
Service is _____________________________________


_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

IV. 
BALANCE – Luke 10:38-42  

Service should arise out of our _________to the Lord, not take

its place

V. 
BIBLICAL EXAMPLE OF SERVICE : Read Gen. 37-50, note 41:44; 50:20.  

Joseph was a servant. Wherever he was, he served for the Lord's glory. He served people quietly and truthfully, not looking for fame, and so ​​​​​​​​​__________the Kingdom of God.
VI. 
SERVICE PRIORITIES - Gal. 6:10  

We are called to be the servants of all, but obviously we are limited. We should make sure that our immediate family (I Tim. 5:8) and the family of faith are being taken care of first.  
VII. 

SERVICE ATTITUDE:  Phil. 2:1-11  The first aspect of the fruit of the Spirit is love. Service is a fulfillment and expression of love.
A.
Vs. 3 - Do nothing from _______ _______.
- Regard the other as more ____________..
!
B..
Vs. 4 - Look out for other's ____________.


C.
Vs. 5 - Be like Christ




D.
Vs. 6-7 -  Note that this passage talks about Jesus Christ's _________________.

Seven Characteristics of the Servant
The servant serves...
A..
________ - Matt.  6:1-4 
B..
Without __________ - Phil. 2:14-15; 1 Pet. 4:9-10
C.
______________ - Mk. 14:3-9; Matt. 5:40-42 making available our possessions for service. Doing more than is expected.
D.
____________ - Matt. 25:14-30 we need to invest what God has given us.
E..
_________ - 1 Chron. 11:17-19 the servant lays down his life to serve others and make them happy. Remember also Luke 17:7-10.

F.
In ____________ - 2 Tim.  2:1-13  the soldier's mind is on the battle and the eventual outcome of eternal life.
G.
_______________ - 2 Kings  5:8-14 Naaman. The servants risked their lives to bring salvation to their master. 
Conclusion
There are blessings that follow the servant.  God loves to _______ good things on His people. Eternal life, freedom from self-interest, emotional health (because we're not so wrapped up in ourselves), and the joy of obedience all come to the servant.
We should serve without __________ _____ __________. Our service springs out of gratitude. All that we do is be a reflection of that great sacrifice he made for us. "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends." (Jn 15:13.)
Questions
1. Is it ever appropriate to act out of self-interest? 
2. Share examples of how Christians have served you in redemptive ways.
3. How can we serve people in the world around us?  How can service have an evangelistic impact?
4. Give examples of ways we can serve our families, co-workers, leaders, community members, etc.
5. Do you need prayer to die to self-centeredness and to find strength to serve others?
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LESSON 11: SERVING GOD WITH OUR MONEY

Student Outline

INTRODUCTION
God understands that money is a great concern to us; consequently, he addresses the issue a number of times in the Word.

I. 
OUR ATTITIUDE 1 Tim. 6:7-10, 17  We are not to put our hope in material things. The goal of life is not to get rich or even comfortable.


A.
  
Dangers of Being Concerned with Wealth



1.
Displaces ____ Prov. 30:8-9; Hos. 13:6  



2.
Leads to ____and __________ Prov. 28:11  



3.
Brings no real _____________  Ecc. 5:10-12  

 
B. 

Our Priorities 



1.
Paul calls us to contentment. Phil. 4:11-13



2.
Jesus says we should accumulate "treasure" that has eternal value -  Matt 6:19-34



3.
Our perspective, then, in handling material things should be one of___________: "We brought nothing, we take nothing" Ps. 24:1.



4.
The policy of the   __________   __________. 



A budget helps to predetermine priorities and to govern  spending.

PRIVATE 

tc  \l 5 ""
PRIVATE 

tc  \l 5 ""II. 
APPROPRIATE EARNING METHODS
 
A. 

Work 




-  From ---------Gen. 1:28; 2:15 




-  As unto the -------   Col. 3:23-24 




-  “No work, no eat” principle  2 Thes. 3:9-12 




-  Labor not --------  Prov. 28:19;14:23 

 
B. 

Investment Matt. 25:14-30;  Prov. 21:5 

 
C. 

Receiving

· Inheritance 

· Gifts Phil. 4:16; 1 Cor. 16:2-3

III.
APPROPRIATE SPENDING 


A.
Support of family  1 Tim. 5:8


B. Support of church family/ministry; i.e., tithing




1.
O.T. - Nation to give 10% (Lev. 27:30-32)



   
   - Went to Levites (priesthood) (Num. 18:21)


   

   - Neglect of tithe is seen as _________ _____.   Mal. 3:7-12


   

   - Proper tithing carried God's blessing




2.
N.T. - No law to tithe. 


   

-  The Widow was commended because she gave all that she had. (Mark 14:41-44)



    -
Sunday tithing - 1 Cor. 16:2


   

-   Giving is not under law but comes as a ___________to God's grace 2 Cor. 8:3-4, 7; 9:6-15




3.
We are to support today's "Levites" - 1 Tim. 5:17-18; Gal. 6:6

4.
We should view support for the body of Christians to whom we belong as part of our basic expenses, like food, clothing, or transportation.




5.
As people of God- we are responsible for the needs of the family.


6. "He (the Christian) should not ask, `What am I required to give?' but `How much can I give?' and then `How much more can I give?'"  See F.F.Bruce


What we recommend: Start with 10%, but _____ ___ _____ _______. 

 
C.
Provision for  the needy



Getting to _______
- Eph. 4:28  



Taking care of the _______ -  Rom. 12:13; 1 Jn. 3:1

IV. 
APPROPRIATE GIVING

A.
________ – Rom. 12:8; 2 Cor. 8:2


B.
________ - 2 Cor. 9:7


C.
________ - Acts 5 


D.
________ - 2 Cor. 8:8-9

V.  
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

 
A. Saving



-Gen. 41- Joseph before _______



-Prov. 21:20 – Avoiding false _________

 
B. Debt



1. Prohibited – Rom. 13:8



2. Exhaustive



3. Costly - interest will kill you (See Fooshee, New Wine, 10/80, p.5)




“The average couple I counsel has been married just a few years. In addition to a sizeable house mortgage, they owe in consumer debt a sum usually in the neighborhood of $10,000. To reach such indebtedness they may have bought a new small gas-saver and a few home appliances. Or they may simply have used a variety of credit cards and charge accounts on a regular basis for overspending on such things as vacations, Christmas presents, car repairs, and bargains too good to pass up.




Do you know what a $10,000 debt means? At the credit-card rate of 18% interest...a $10,000 debt means $150 a month in interest. To repay the debt in four years will require a monthly payment of $293.75 for the next 48 months. Can you identify with the difficulty of squeeeeezing* $293.75 out of a budget that you've previously not been able to balance without making those payments?”


4. Enslaving – Prov. 22:7




- 
You are not able __________________

· You are robbing the future to ___________

· You will inhibit your ability to ___________.


C.
Borrowing



1. Never borrow to________________________.



2. Borrowing is fine IF____________________________.

 
D.
Loaning 




1. Avoid putting _______ ____ ______.



2. Avoid Usury = the taking of interest, on an advance of money or credit (a loan), without consideration of whether actual wealth will be produced or not. (Kevin Springer)


Usury is forbidden in Scripture: See Lev. 25:35-38; Exod. 22:25; Deut 15:7-11; 23:19, 20; Ps. 15:5; Ezek. 18:8



3.
Results of Usury




a. _________ of real wealth and goods to fewer who have power of money. Creates a "takes money to make money" situation.




b. _________ of economic ________. So in debt you don't have the freedom to meet your needs.


Ex: Credit cards "For most persons the real purpose of the card is to spend more than they make. The cards should be called "Debt Cards". And there should be a warning on each one: WARNING! The use of this card may cause tension in your marriage. It may make you irritable. It could lead to severe depression. It could cost you a job opportunity. You may be enslaved forever. The results of using this card may, in the future, cause a drastic change in your life-style." (Fooshee)




c.
Power is gathered into a few centers of control.


4.
Methods of Lending Money




a.
Example: You have land with an estimate $250,000 in gold to be mined on it.  You ask me for $10,000 to buy equipment and start the operation.

  



(1) Wrong Approach: Here's $10,000 to get it. I want interest, compounded daily, whether you get anything or not.

  



(2) Right Approach: Here's $10,000, give me a share of the profit. If it's a bust, I do not get paid back anything. We take the loss together.

  
This is investing in an enterprise. One has the money, another the expertise. It does not


bind a person. Rather, money goes into real wealth, not gaining power over someone.

E. Practical Thoughts: 


1. Write _____________..


2. Borrower should take the initiative to offer profit to lender.


3. Be slow to loan to _____________  __________; that is not investing in real wealth.

F. Surety: 

A pledge or other formal engagement given for the fulfillment of an undertaking; a guarantee. It means to make certain. In this process, one becomes legally liable for the debt, default, or failure of another. It is wrong because it presumes on the future.  See Prov. 6:1-8

Conclusion
Let's be people who handle our money Biblically. Then we will be free from the cares of the world and free to serve the Kingdom of God.

Sources used to prepare this study:
Anderson, Kerby; "The Christian and Money"; Probe pamphlet

Davis, John Jefferson; Your Wealth in God's World; P&R Press

Fooshee, George; "Getting the Facts"; New Wine, Oct 1980

McAuliffe, Joseph; "Fiscal Fitness"; Pastoral Renewal, Mar 1985

Springer, Kevin; "The World System" tape

Wilson, Ken; Your Money and Your Life; Servant Publishing

Also recommended: books by Larry Burkett

*  Not a typo; written for verbal emphasis.
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LESSON 12:  OBEYING GOD'S WORD

Student Outline
INTRODUCTION

Many Christians today flounder in their walk because they do not obey God's Word. This lack of obedience is often due to a lack of confidence in the Scriptures. 

I.
DEFINITIONS

A.
The ARC affirms what the church universal has always historically affirmed.

1.
The Bible is the __________Word of God. This word comes from 2 Ti 3:16 which literally means "God-breathed". This passage is not talking about inspired giftedness in terms of a great artist or writer or actor. Rather, it points to the uniqueness of Scripture as divine.  The Bible is God-breathed; it is the written revelation of God to us.

2.
The Bible is _________. This is the product of inspiration and means that the Bible is without errors or contradictions. It is truthful and authoritative in all its parts. This includes science and history as well as Christian faith and practice.

3.
The Bible is _________. Because the Word of God is inerrant it will not deceive when it is rightly interpreted and understood. The Scripture is trustworthy and not capable of leading us into error.

B.
So, we affirm that the Bible is the only fully adequate and reliable source for doctrine and practice (righteous living).

II.
THE IMPORTANCE OF SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY

A.
_______________ Argument

1.
How can we solve our problems when we ourselves are part of the problem? What is needed is an objective perspective, input from outside ourselves.  What better source for this objectivity than revelation from the Creator and Sustainer of life?!

2.
God gives us _______ __________whereby we can know how to be saved and how to live a meaningful life. 

B.
_______________ Argument

1.
How are we going to know how to follow the Lord and how are we going to grow in our faith if we don't have an authoritative record to inform us how to live? 

2.
Mt 5:17-19 - by keeping the teachings of Scripture we can successfully live __ ____ ___________.

III.
THE OLD TESTAMENT FROM JESUS’ VIEW

A.
Historical

As we see from the many references here, Jesus referred to

the Old Testament as an accurate history book.

B.
Authoritative  


When debating theology with the Devil, Jesus appeals to Scripture each time to end the argument.

C.
Holy Spirit inspired

D.
Written in _________ __________ 

In Mt 5:17-20 Jesus makes dramatic claims even about the very letters of Scripture.

IV.
JESUS’ OWN TEACHING PERSPECTIVES

A.
Eternal significance

B.
Salvation and Judgment

V.
THE NEW TESTAMENT FROM JESUS’ VIEW


Consider the "Note:" at the bottom of the handout which shows the New Testament authors own perception of their writings.

VI.
OBJECTIONS TO JESUS’ VIEWS

B.
Jesus Himself contradicts the Old Testament during the Sermon on the Mount.

This is not the case!  See: Mt 5:23 

C.
Jesus was being contemporary.

2.
He merely adopted the views of the culture so the people would give Him a hearing. The Jews believed the Scriptures so Jesus pretended to as well.

3.
This leaves us with two possible discoveries about Jesus:

a.
He is a _________

b.
He himself is ___________.





(1)
If either case is true then Jesus is not to be _________ and could not be God and Savior.

(2)
This argument also doesn't jive with the fact that on many occasions Jesus went against the _________ and _______  ________ of His day.)

VII.
THE SCRIPTURE FROM OUR VIEW

A.
Based on this discussion, what then is to be our view of Scripture?  Consider this!

1.
Jesus is Lord.

2.
Since Jesus is _______, His view on any subject should be accepted by any person who says he is a Christian.

3.
Jesus accepted Scripture and His own teaching as God's ______________ __________.

B.
Therefore: Anyone who is a follower of Jesus should adopt His view of Scripture (both Old Testament and New Testament) and seek to live by it.

Conclusion
Here are some good Scriptures to meditate upon:

Joshua 1:8;
Psalm 119:105; Mt 4:4; Jn 17:17; 1 Pt 2:1, 2

Handouts:
"Jesus' View of Scripture"

"The Living Word"

"Tools for Bible Study"

"Principals of Interpretation"

JESUS VIEW OF SCRIPTURE
Jesus View of the Old Testament
1)
Historical - Jesus mentions in His teaching Abel (Luke 11:51), Noah (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27), Abraham (Jn. 8:56), the institution of circumcision (Jn. 7:22); Sodom and Gomorrah (Matt. 10:15; 11:23-24; Luke 10:12), Lot (Luke 17:28-32), Isaac and Jacob (Matt. 8:1; Luke 13:28), the manna (Jn. 6:31, 49, 58), the wilderness serpent (Jn. 3:14), David eating the shewbread (Matt. 12:3-4; Mk. 2:25-26; Luke 6:3-4) and as a psalm-writer (Matt. 22:43; Mk. 12:36; Luke 20:42), Solomon (Matt. 6:29; 12:42; Luke 11:31; 12:27), Elijah (Luke 4:25-26), Elisha (Luke 4:27), Jonah (Matt. 12:39-41; Lk 11:29-30, 32), Zechariah (Luke 11:51).  There are also many references to Moses as the law giver and the suffering of the prophets.  Jesus also sets His stamp of approval on passages in Genesis 1 and 2 (Matt. 19:-5; Mk. 10:6-8).  [Taken from Wenham, Christ and the Bible.]

2)
Authoritative - In Matt. 4:1-11 Jesus quotes Scripture to rebuff the temptations of the Devil.

3)
Holy Spirit inspired - Matt. 22:43 "David in the Spirit"

4)
Validity of Scripture upheld  for His contemporaries even in the most minute detail.  Matt. 5:17-20.

"Jot"  (or "iota" in Greek) was the smallest letter in Hebrew.

"Tittle" (or "dot") was the smallest mark to distinguish two similar letters, like O and Q in English.

Jesus View of His Own Teaching
1)
Mk 13:31; Matt. 24:25; Luke 21:33 - The words of Jesus have eternal significance.  His teaching is not just advice but truth that is so real it will outlast space and time itself.

2)
Jn. 12:48 - Jesus links salvation with accepting His teaching.

Jesus View of the New Testament
Jn. 14:26; 16:12-14 - Jesus promises that the Apostles would be inspired by the Holy Spirit to recall His teaching and to receive further revelation.  This truth is from God.  The New Testament is here secured.

IN LIGHT OF JESUS' VIEW OF SCRIPTURE WHAT SHOULD BE OUR VIEW?
Our View of Scripture
1.
Jesus is Lord.

2.
Since Jesus is Lord, His view, His attitude, should be the believer's in all things.

3.
Jesus trusted Scripture and His own teaching absolutely (and made provision for the completion of the New Testament.)

THEREFORE:  The believer should adopt the view of Scripture that Jesus has.  The believer should trust Scripture absolutely.

THE LIVING WORD

From John MacArthur's series on First Peter

Six Benefits of Knowing the Word
1.
Truth - John 17:17

2.
Happiness - Luke 11:28, Ps. 119

3.
Victory - Eph. 6:17, Luke 4:1-13

4.
Power - Heb. 4:12

5.
Guidance - Ps. 119:105

6.
Growth - 1 Peter 2:2

It is a Life Giving Word
1.
Isaiah 55:10-11 - Brings growth and God's desire.

2.
James 1:18 - Begot us by the Word.

3.
John 15:3 - The Word cleanses.

4.
Eph. 5:26 - The church is cleansed by the Word.

5.
John 5:24 - hearing and believing the Word is part of salvation, eternal life.

6.
Heb. 4:12 - The Word is spirit and life.

The Word is Life Sustaining
1.
Job 23:12

2.
Ps. 119:72, 97, 101

3.
Jeremiah 15:16

4.
I Peter 2:2

It is a Life Judging Word
1.
Heb. 4:12

What Should be Our Response to the Word?
1.
Lay Aside - I Peter 2:1

>
malice

>
guile

>
hypocrisy

>
envy

>
slander

2.
Long for - I Peter 2:2

TOOLS FOR BIBLE STUDY   1/30/86

LEVEL I
1.
Bibles - Having a number of translations can help bring out the shades of meaning in the original language and thus enhance an understanding of the text.  Parallel New Testament and Bibles are convenient.

2.
Concordance - I recommend Strong's or Young's.  An "Exhaustive" with Greek and Hebrew dictionaries in the back is very helpful but not necessary.

3.
Book on Hermeneutics - I recommend Knowing Scripture, R. C. Sproul, IVP, 1977.  See also syllabus.

LEVEL II
1.
Bible Dictionary - These give you historical background and understanding of words.  See: The New Bible Dictionary, editor J. D. Douglas, Eerdmans/IVP, 1962.

2.
One Volume Commentary - A basic help to give book outlines, background, and explanation.  See: The New Bible Commentary: Revised, ed. Guthrie, Eerdmans/IVP, 1970.

3.
Bible Handbook - Charts, maps, photographs, and cultural background laid out book by book.  See: Eerdmans Bible Handbook.

LEVEL III
1.
Interlinear Bible - Original Greek or Hebrew with a literal translation underneath each word.

2.
Commentaries - A. "Layman's" Commentaries - book by book without a lot of technical work to bog the reader down.  See: Tyndale New Testament and Old Testament series, IVP.  B. Scholarly Commentaries - language work and verse by verse exegesis.  See: New International Commentary on the New Testament and the Old Testament (NIC-NT and NIC-OT), Eerdmans.  Also of note: New Testament Commentary by William Hendriksen, Baker.

LEVEL IV
1.
Topical Bible - Similar to a concordance, lists texts by subject.

2.
Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, Gleason ARcher, Zondervan, 1982.

3.
Gospels Harmony - No, not a singing group, but a book that sets the four Gospel accounts side by side.

4.
Word Studies - These give the derivations and meanings of greek and Hebrew words.  Can be found in various levels of complexity - Vine's and Wilson's are the old standbys.

PRINCIPALS OF INTERPRETATION

The Analogy of Faith - Scripture is to be its own interpreter.

Rules of Interpretation Based on the Analogy of Faith
1)
Do not interpret so as to create a contradiction between passages.  God does not contradict Himself; a seeming contradiction can be dealt with given the time and study.

2)
The historical/grammatical sense of the passage is the basic, although not necessarily the only, sense of the passage.  Understand what it meant to the people of the time, then explore beyond that point. (I Cor. 10:1-6).

3)
A text should not be interpreted in a way that excludes the supernatural.

4)
The New Testament interprets the Old: fulfillment interprets promise.  Ex: I Peter 2:21-25 and Isaiah 53.

5)
Passages addressed to an individual should be interpreted in light of passages addressed to the whole church.  Ex: Jesus tells some people not to talk about Him but commands the disciples/church to preach the Gospel to every creature.

6)
Generally epistles shed light on the Gospels.  The theological significance of the events and teachings of Jesus are expounded for the Gentile mind in the apostles' letters.

7)
Descriptive passages should be interpreted in light of the didactic (teaching) ones.  Acts records the Holy Spirit's work in various people's lives but normal Christian experience, and these Acts passages as well, should be understood in light of passages that teach about the Spirit (I Cor. 12:3, 13; Eph. 4:5, 5:18).

8)
Incidental references should be interpreted in light of systematic passages.

Approaching the Task

a.______________

b.______________

c._______________

THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE

LESSON 13: SHARING JESUS WITH OTHERS
Student Outline

INTRODUCTION

Evangelism is often something we think the other guy should do. Shouldn't it be left to the professional? Shouldn't it be the responsibility of those gifted as evangelists?  Actually, there are two important reasons why all of us should be involved.
1. The __________ and the __________ won't reach everyone. 
2. By sharing Christ with others we _________________. As we testify to the hope within us, we are strengthened in that hope.  All of us can witness (tell "our story" and share the gospel) even if we are not gifted as evangelists.  All of us should be witnesses for Christ if we love others God brings into our lives.
I.
WITNESS VS. EVANGELIST

A.
Great Commission – Matt. 28:18-20
1.
Jesus made a declaration to all His followers to:
a.
"______" - this takes initiative and leaving our comfort zones.
b.
"_____ _________" - helping others grow in the faith to the point where they are mature followers of Jesus.
2.
Jesus Christ promises us that "all authority" has been given to him and that he is with us always. 
3.
2 Co 5:18-21 - While some may be especially gifted at certain types of evangelism, all of us are to be ____________, ____________, and ministers of


___________________for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

B.
God's Desire
1.
God's desire has always been to have a people (not just special persons) to be a witness for himself.
The book of Jonah is a testimony to this. Jonah refused
 to go to Nineveh, not out of fear, but because he didn't
want these non-Jewish people (his people's 
enemies) to repent (See Jonah 4:1-5). 
2.
Is. 49:6 makes plain that the God did not save the Jews just to keep them off in a corner but to make them a _________  __________ to the rest of the world.
3.
In 1 Peter 2:9-10, the Apostle proclaims the culmination of God's desire in the work of Jesus setting up a new Israel (the Church) to "proclaim the excellencies of Him". 
II. 
DETERMINING WHAT TO SHARE -  Matt. 15:32-39
A.
In feeding the multitudes Jesus gave bread and fish to the disciples, and they, in turn, gave to the people. 
B.
This is a picture of how the Lord works with us. We can give to others what he has given into our lives. 

C.
Share your story!
III.
LEARNING THE ANSWERS - 1 Peter 3:15-16
A.
Overview
1.
"Sanctify Christ as Lord in your heart" - When you witness, be more concerned about Jesus Christ's reputation rather than your own. Don't be out to _______ _______ but to see Jesus glorified. 

2.
"Make a defense" 

3.
"To everyone who asks you" - This does not mean that we can't try to make a conversation happen but we should never force ourselves on someone .
4.
"With _________ and __________" - We are to treat all people with respect, reverencing them as persons made in the image of God. (This goes for our enemies too, by the way.)
5.
"Keep a good _________" - Don't give anyone the opportunity to write off your witness due to your own hypocrisy. When you sin, be honest and repentant about it. May we live lives of holiness so that people will have to “make up” slander about us!
B.
"Defense"
1.
"Apologia" is the word used here which means ______________________________________


 Peter is calling us to be ready to explain why we are Christians. While no one can "prove God", we should be able to show the reasonableness of the faith. 2.
How do we do this?
a..
Through Study of the Word - (See class on authority of Scripture.)
b.
Through _________ - Ask God to give you wisdom to pull down the strongholds of worldly thought.
c.
Through __________ - Get into good teaching from other brothers and sisters. This includes Sunday preaching, Bible classes, tapes and books. Glean the wisdom of the Body of Christ.
d.
Through _________ on Others - You will certainly be asked things from time to time you can not answer. Admit your ignorance, then go dig for an answer. Ask for help. Even bring a more knowledgeable friend into the witnessing relationship.
e.
Through _________ - Throw questions around with other Christians. This is stimulating and answer-getting.
IV.
KEY ELEMENTS OF EVANGELISM
A.
Verbal Witnessing  
1.
Mark 6:34 
2.
Rom. 10:8-10, 14-15 
B.
Community – Jn. 13:34-35
1.
They will know that we are Christians by __________


__________________________________________.

2. 
Our Church life is a powerful testimony to the truth of the Gospel. 

C.
Good Works (On your own time, consider Mt 25:31-46)
D.
________ and ________ (Read Acts 3 - 4:4)
The miraculous can open up people to hear the proclamation.
V.
PRACTICAL ADVICE ON WITNESSING

A
.Regard others as _____-______________.
E.
Step on the mat.

When you go into a grocery you step on a mat that opens
the door. Don't come on like gangbusters with a person
(particularly a stranger). 
F.
Take time.
G.
Take advantage of _______ __________.
That is, the best witnessing is found on your own turf. 
H.
Ask God for ______________.
We have not because we ask not. If we would pray more
often for witnessing opportunities we would get them. 
I.
Pray
1.

2.

J.
Ask questions
K.
Do your part and not the Lord's

This is the most important truth of all. Only the Holy Spirit can save people (consider Jn. 16:8-11). Once you've said your piece don't be afraid to leave people in His hand. Remember also these two truths:
a.
Is. 55:10-11 - If we have faithfully spoken God's Word then it will, in time, produce ______ _______.
b.
1 Cor. 3:6-9 - We all have our part to play in the saving work of God. Though we might not see the conversion, our planting or watering is no less valuable.
Conclusion
We see then that we have a great privilege. God has chosen to use the humble to proclaim His glory. He displays his worthiness through the unworthy. He shares with us the responsibility of broadcasting the Good News to all the earth. Let us trust the Lord and answer the prayer of Jesus - "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."
On Your Own:

1. What has turned you off when people witnessed to you?
2. What good and/or bad witnessing opportunities have you had? 
3. What have you seen of the power of community witness?
� Adapted from lecture notes by John Wimber






